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4 ANNOUIJCERs  **Uncle  Sam«s  Forest  Rangers* 

MUSIC J Quartet,  The  Rangers*  Song 

&,ANNOUHCERs  It's  getting  around  that  time  when  the  hunting  season  for 
^ game  will  he  open  In  some  parts  of  the  countryo  Much 

^ of  the  country's  hig  game  range  is  within  the  National  , ^ 

^ Forests,  and  each  year  parts  of  the  National  Forests  not 
within  game  refuges  or  other  restricted  areas  are  open  to 
• the  public  for  huntingo  For  many  years  the  United  States 

Forest  Ser'vlce  has  been  developing  thoroughly  scientific 
plans  of  game  management  in  the  National  Forest  areas,  and 
every  forest  that  will  support  a herd  of  deer,  elk  or  other 
game  is  made  part  of  the  plan  to  balance  the  wild  life 
population  with  the  amount  of  food  available o In  many 
Forests  the  problem  Is  primarily  one  of  restoring  wildlife 
populations,  but  in  some  areas  the  numbers  of  game  animals 
have  increased  so  rapidly  It  has  become  necessary  to  adopt 
certain  plans  to  keep  down  the  wildlife  population  in  order 
to  prevent  large-scale  starvatlono 

Up  to  the  Pine  Cone  National  Forestp  Ranger  Jim  Robbins 
and  his  assistant,  Jerry  Quick,  are  faced  with  this  very 

• • i 

problem 0 Here  they  are  «» 

(fading)  But  it® 8 a problem  that® 11  get  worse  the  longer 
it  goes  untended.  Last  year  we  had  to  call  on  the  people 
around  here  to  help  us  feed  the  deer;  It'll  be  much  worse 
this  year  unless  there's  more  territory  open  to  hungtlngo 
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• JERRY: 

►" 

k. 

h 

i.  JIM: 

J BESS: 
JIM: 
JERRY: 
• JIM: 


I don’t  see  how  oi>r  deer  census  could  be  as  far  off  as  all 
that,  In  the  new  section  we ’’re  opening  upo 
That ' a what  * s worrying  me  o 

Couldn't  there  have  been  a mistake  in  the  countp  Jim? 

Not  that  much  of  a mistake,  BesSo 

We  didn't  lose  many  deer  from  starvation  last  season* 

Not  as  far  as  we  know  now*  But  losing  any  game  that  way's 
a bad  sign., 


(KNOCK  ON  DOOR  OFF  MIKE) 

MARY:  (OFF)  Oh,  Jerry  - 

JERRY g FADING)  That's  mnry.  X*I1  let  her  in.  <OFF)  Come 

in  here  where  it^a  warm, 


JIMS 

MARYS 
BESS:  , 


Hello,  Mary, 

Hello,  Mro  Robblnso 

Goodness,  Mary,  Your  cheeks  are  as  red  as  an  apple* 


cn 


Is 


MARY: 


* BESS: 
MARY: 

I 

, BESS: 

• MARYS 
^ BESS: 


it  that  chilly  out? 

Ch,  It's  wonderful*  I love  the  fall  weather*  And  tomorrow 
I'm  going  to  ride  up  into  the  forest  to  get  some  decorations 

for  my  school  rooiflo  I'm  so  thrilled  about  it* 

! 

How  nice,  I wish  I could  go  with  you* 

4 

Why  don't  you? 

Oh,  I couldN't,  Mary*  I've  so  many  things  to  do  tomorrow* 
Couldn't  they  Wait? 

Not  very  well,  I'm  afraid* 
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MARYS 

BESS? 

MARYS 

JIMS 


BESS. 
MARYS 
JERRY s 


MARYS 

JIMS 

MARYS 

JIMS 

MARYS 


JIMS 

MARYS 
JERRY s 


I*m  sorry « You*d  have  lots  of  fuHg  I know® 

(LAUGHINO)*  I wouldn’t  doubt  it  a blto 

What  are  you  looking  so  glum  about ^ Mro  Robbins? 

(CHUCKLING)  I didn’t  know  I was<,  Guess  you  kinda  caught 
me  off  guardo 

It*s  the.  deer  up  in  the  foreatp  Maryo 
What *3  wrong  with  them? 

We’ve  Just  finished  making  a census  of  our  deer  and  it  shows 
a decrease  of  about  fifty  from  last  year  in  the  West 
Fork  areap  That’s  the  area  we  were  planning  on  opening 
for  hunting  this  season.  It  should  show  an  ^crease c 
Wellt,  if  there’s  not  so  many  deerj,  shouldn’t  you  keep  it 
dosed  Instead  of  opening  it  for  hunting? 

I«m  not  so  sure  about  thato  It  may  be  all  the  more  reason 
for  allowing  a limited  antount  of  ’hunting  up  thewc 
What  happened  to  the  deer  you  3ost? 

That’s  what  we’re  not  sure  about. 

But  you  can’t  count  every  single  deer  when  you  take  the 
census  o 

Wouldn’t  that  allow  for  a certain  number? 

Ye So  We’ve  figured  every  possible  deduction  for  loss  from 
predators^  and  so  on^,  aild  we’re  still  about  fifty  shy, 

Ron’t  you  have  any  idea  what  happened  to  them? 

Yesp  we  have  a pretty  good  ideao 
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MARY  2 

JIMS 

MARYS 

1? 

JERRY  2 
JIMS 

'i/ 

■If- 
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• MARYS 
BESS  2*' 

* 

• MARY: 
JIM  8 
MARY  8 

# 

• JIMS 


« 


JEHHS: 

i 


* 


.V  •• 


I 


What?  ^ ^ 

We*re  afraid  they  starved  to  death  last  winter^  Mary® 

Ohp  dear‘^«-“but  I thought  you  carried  up  feed  to  the 
deer  last  winter  when  they  couldn't  get  anything  to  eato 


■'if 


We  fed  some  of  them  — the  ones  we  knew  where  to  flnde 
You  seep  Mary^  a small  herd  probably  moved  into  some 
particular  draw  where  they've  wintered  before..  It  may 
have  snowed  so  much  they  couldn't  get  outp  or  there  may 
have  been  too  many  of  them  for  the  amount  of  foodo 
Ohp  that's  horrible 

It  makes  me  shudder.-,, to  think  of  lt=  A whole  herd  dying 

, f ■ ■ ' 

of  starvation! 

Isn't  there  anything  you  can  do  to  prevent  it,  Mr^  Robbins? 


There's  only  one  thing  we  can  doo 


What  is  It? 

There's  enough  deer  range  in  the  forest  to  carry  only  a 
certain  number  of  deero  If  there's  too  many  pwe  can't 
make  the  deer  go  somewhere  else  very  well,  and  there's 
no v®y  to  Increase  the  food  supply » In  fact,  they'll 
quickly  destroy  their  own  food  supply,  eating  the  forage 
and  browse  faster  than  it  can  growo  So  the  only  thing 

i 

left  to  do  is  to  decrease  the  number  in  the  herd« 

That's  why  we  opened  up  this  new  territory,  Maryo  If  we 
allow  hunting  there  it  will  naturally  decrease  the  number 
of  deer  and  there  won't  be  any  danger  of  the  rest  of 
them  starving o , 


' JtL,' 

MARYS 

JIMS 

MARYS 

JIMS 


kARYs 
JERRY s 

MARYS 

JIMS 


JERRY 

BESSs 

JIM; 
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Ohp  I think  anything *s  better  than  letting  them  starve 
to  deatho 

That *8  what  we  figured^  Mary.  But  it  seems  everybody 
doe8n*t  think  the  same  way  we  do  aboat  it© 

Why,  Mto  Robbins? 

Wellg  last  year  the  state  was  going  to  eooperate  with  us 
to  open  this  same  section  to  hunting,  but  so  many  people 
kicked  about  It  that  we  changed  our  plans o When  we 
announced  that  we®d  open  the  territory  this  season  we 
got  more  protests  than  evero 
I don*t  understand- 

They  think  the  deer  should  be  protected.  They  want  the 
territory  closed 

But  can®t  you  tell  them  it®s  only  to  save  the  deer  from 
starving? 

We®ve  told  them,.  Mary^  but  it  doesn^t  see»4  tc  de  much  goedo 
They  seem  to  think  the  deer  should  be  protected  for 
sentimental  reasonso  They've  sent  a signed  ^ to 
the  ^pervlsoro 

Said  they'd  go  higher,  up  if  they  had  tOo 

But,  Jim,  they® re  sending  a represen^atl'^e  ' : you  areN’ 

they? 

YeSp  Vince  Dudley*s  coming  upo  Jerry  and  I are  taking 
him  Into  the  Forest  tomorrow  to  try  to  show  bim  why  they  re 


wrong 
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ISARIS 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

BESS; 

MARY? 

JIMS 

BESS? 

JIMS 

MARY; 


j .. »' 

But  I should  thlKik  Mr*  Dudley  would  be  Interested  in  ’ v 

the  deepo  It  would  help  bring  business  to  his  dude 

rancho  , ■«<' 

. '♦'V 

He  le,  Maryo  They're  all  Interested  in  wildlife  and  \ 

he*s  a'  square  shooter^  too^  that  fellao  H«  thinks 

we* re  wrong  about  this  deer  situation j,  and  he  and  the  • 

rest  of  the  petitioners  think  they're  doing  the  right 

thing  to  save  ®emo 

If  there  was  anything  really  selfish  or  crooked  about  Itg, 
we'd  be  able  to  show  it  upo  But  they're  on  the  level  and 
• they  mean  well  enough. 

whole  trouble  is  that  they  don't  know  the  real  situation 
Have  you  told  them  about  the  game  census? 

Ycsp  I told  them  about  thatj,  Marjo  But  folks  are  funny 
sometimes o 

They've  got  their  minds  made  up  to  do  what  they  think's 
a good  deedp  and  it'll  take  a powerful  lot  of  persuading 
to  show  'em  they're  doin'  more  harm  than  goodo 
If  you  could  only  find  out  for  sure  what  happened  to  those 
deer,  Jim, 

‘J'he  only  thing  I can  figure  is  that  they  stai'ved  to  death. 

But  we  don't  have  any  proof  of  ito 
Have  you  tried  to  find  theaij,  Mr,  ^^bbins? 
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JIMS 


, JERRI? 


-JIM? 


JERRY S 
JIM? 
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We  covered  that  territory  pretty  well  when  we  aade  the 
g^me  estimate'^  But  It'd  Just  be  luch  If  you  ran  across 
them, 

There  wouldn't  be  anything  left  by  now  but  a pile  of  bones 
Wells  the  only  thing  to  do  Is  show  Vince  Dudley  what 
evidence  we  havco  ’ ■ ^ 

Are  we  going  to  ride,  Jim? 

We'll  have  to.  Jerry.  It's  pretty  rough  country  where 


we* re  going <? 

MUSIC?  INTERLUDE 

(FADE  IN  HORSES  HOOVES) 

jjj^o  (FADING-  IN)  S*pose  we  ride  on  down  this  gulch,  Vl.iceo 


I®11  show  you  what  the  deer  did  to  the  willow  and  aspeno 
VINCES  (MIDDLE  AGE  FRIENDLY  BUSINESS  - LIKE)  When  did  it 


W.  • JIMS 

*'  JERRY? 

( 

,,  VINCE: 
«> 

JIM? 

o 


VINCE;: 


happen,  this  summer? 

Yes  . Before  the  deer  drifted  up  the  mountain 
They‘ve  hilled  back  the  small  growth  all  over  the  side 

of  this  mountain*  i 

Why  donH  you  remove  some  of  the  cattle  so  they  can 

to  the  range? 

There's  no  cattle  herep  Vlnceo  This  isn^t  the  kind  of 
range  cattle  use.  We  have  plenty  of  range  for  both  ofem. 
though,  with  the  proper  distrlbutlon« 

But  if  there's  plenty  of  range,  why  do  the  deer  kill  off 
the  small  growth? 
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JERRY  s 

VINCES 

JIM@ 

VINCES 

JIMS 


VINCES 

JIMS' 

VINCSE 


Because  they*re  concentrated  too  heavily  in  this  particular 
area* 

Well»  you  can  let  *eni  move  off  to  some  other  range, 
then  Gan"t  you? 

The  only  trouble  there  1b  that  deer  aren't  built  that 

^ \ 

way^  Vince a 

They’ll  stick  pretty  close  to  their  home  range  even  if 
they're  starving. 

Is  that  right? 

Yes,  You  seep  what  we* re  trying  to  do  is  build  up  our 
deer  herds  wherever  we  have  good  deer  range  that’s  under- 
stocked, and  keep  down  the  deer  herds’ where  they’re  over- 
stocked - in  other  words  to  get  the  right  balance  between 
the  number  of  deer  and  the  range  that  can  support  'emi. 

To  do  that,  we  need  flexibility  In  our  game  management 
work,  so  that  we  can  allow  hunting  In  overstocked  areas, 
and  keep  the  hunting  out  of  understocked  places,  and  so 
that  we  can  make  changes  In  hunting  areas  and  seasons  as 

conditions  change. 

I can  see  that,  all  righto 

3ayp  Vince 9 how  many  people  signed  that  petition? 

A hundred  and  fifty-three  of  them,  Jim  And  we've  got 
some  prominent  names  on  It  that  carry  quite  a lot  of 

i 

influence a 
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JIMS 

i 

VINCES 

JIM! 

VINCES 

JIMS 


VINCES 

JIMS 


VINCES 

JIMS 


VINCES 

JIMS 


VINCE „ 

JERRY g 

VINCES 


those  influential  people  know  anything  about  the  deer 
situation  on  our  National  Forest? 

Well  ~ nop  I don*t  suppose  they  — 

Then  why  did  they  sign  It? 

They* re  interested  in  the  conservation  of  game. 

But  doesn‘t  the  petition  read  that  "The  undersigned  urgently 
request  the  closing  of  the  newly  opened  territory  in  order 
to  protect  the  game  therein?* 

Yes..  It  doeso 

WouldnH  that  sort  of  indicate  that  all  the  signers  were 
well  informed  on  the  situation? 

Wellg  you  see,  Jim  « 

Yes,  Vlncep  I fees  all  righted  You  fellas  mean  well  enough, 
but  you  should  have  looked  into  this  thing  better  before 
you  sent  in  your  petitiono 
But  we— 

NoW  wait  a minute » You  got  together  €uid  had  a meeting  and 
decided  to  send  the  petltiono  But  until  I asked  you  to 
send  a representative  to  look  things  over  you  never  even 
thought  of  Ito 

We’ve  gone  into  it  quite  thoro  ughljp  Jlmo  And  all  of  us  . 
know  this  country  pretty  wello 

You  know  the  result  of  the  game  census  we  Just  made, 
don’t  you? 

You  said  y ou  were  missing  a few  head  of  deero 
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• JIMS 

* VINCES 
s!  JIMS 

VINCES 
^ JIMS 
VINCES 

r f 

• JIMS 

1 1 


J 

V 

‘ VINCES 


Do  you  have  any  idea  what  might  have  happened  to  them? 
I supjfose  they  strayed  to  another  part  of  the  forests 
I don’t  think  sOo 


Wellp  what  did  become  of  them? 

They  probably  starved  to  deathp  Jlm^ 

But  the  old  timers  around  here  say  a few  deer  are  bduiid 

.'ii 

to  starve  to  death  every  winter. 

They  don’t  starve  when  they  have  plenty  of  feed®  The  old 
timers  only  have  their  past  experience  to  go  on®  They 
don’t  know  the  present  situation  because  they  haven’t  made 
a study  of  it  like  we’ve  had  to  <> 


.^4 
■ ^ 


They’re  not  the  only  ones  whose  ^pinions  enter  into  thlso 
There °s  more  than  a hundred  and  fifty  people  interested  i n 
this  thlngp  JiJKo  It  seems  to  me  that  the  combined  opinion 


of  all  those  people  should  be  worth  more  than  your  own 


JIMS 


personal  opinion  alone n 

I don't  believe  the  number  of  opinions  has  much  to  do  with 

t 

this  caseo  It  ought  to  be  settled  on  the  basis  of  facts^ 
JERRYs  Here’s  our  willowsp  Jim® 

JIMS  Uh«hu,  We’ll  stop  right  here^  I guess®  Whoa,  ^ollyo 

(HOOFS  STRANGLE  TO  STOP) 

''V" ' ' ■ 

JERRYs  Whoap  Spark® 

JIMS  See  that  bunch  of  willows  and  the  aspen  higher  up  there? 

VINCES  It  looks  quite  barren. 
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JIMS, 

JERRY § 
VINCES 

JIMS 

\ 

VINGEg 

JIMs^ 

■!  ' ' 

VINCE- 

JIM; 


See  how  the  deer  h^ve  stripped  the  bigger  shoots  down  to 
bare  stubs  and  killed  off  all  the  small  growth? 

There  isn’t  a green  shoot  left  In  the  whole  placeo 

Hffio.They  sure  have  eaten  ’em  dowhe  But  what  if  you  ^ 

% 

lose  a few  aspen  or  willow? 

Skippose  the  deer  Increased  until  they  killed  off  all  the 
deer  browse  on  the  range^  like  this*  What’re  they  going 
to  live  on  then?  Wc*ve  already  got  spots  where  they’ve 
killed  off  so  much  vegetation  that  the  soli’s  beginning 
to  wash  every  time  there’s  a heavy  rain. 

I see  the  point  to  your  argument ^ Jim.,  But  the  hunters 
take  out  plenty  of  deer  every  season  in  the  territories 
that  are  air  eady  open«  that  evens  up  the  number  of  deer 
all  around^ 

You’re  wrong  there p Vince*  These  deer  don’t  range  very 
far  during  their  natural  life  time.  They  Stay  within  a 
comparatively  small  area  That’s  the  reason  we  make  change 
in  the  territory  open  for  hunting.. 

Well,  even  so,  Jim,  I’m  afraid  you  haven’t  showed  me  any 
evidence  that  the  deer  have  actually  reached  the  starvation 
point  in  this  area* 

That’s  the  trouble,  Vince*  I’m  certain  of  it  in  my  own 
mind*  “^ll  these  signs  point  to  lt«  But  I don’t  know  how 
I can  prove  it* 
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VINCE I 


JERRY s 
VINCES 

JERRY s 


B5ARY; 
JERRY s 


I»d  like  to  take  your  word  for  it^  Jimp  but  I thiak  you 
ought  to  give  me  some  concrete  proof © 

have  found  some  of  the  carcasses  ourselves*, 

Only  a fewo  And  how  do  you  know  the  deer  you  found  had 
starved? 

Whenever  we  find  a carcass  we  investigate  to  find  out  how 
the  animal  dies.  The  Siologlcal  Survey  men  help  us 
analyze  stomachs  and  everythingo  That*s  thet»y  we  keep 
track  of  sickness  in  the  herds  and  the  number  of  kills 
made  by  mountain  cats  or  coyotes. 

(DISTANCE  p CALLING)  HallCp  Jerry!  Mr^  Robbins! 

Lookp  Jlnip  that®s  Mary^  She  must  be  hurto  (FADING) 


VINCES 

JIMS 

VINCES 

JIMS 

VINCES 

JIMS 


•fef 


Glddapp  ^arko  GlddapS 
(HORSES  HOOVES  UP) 

JIMs  Come  ors;,  ^ollyo 

Who  is  Itp  J^aio 

The  school  teacher,  Mary  Holloway* 

What*s  she  doing  way  up  here? 

Getting  some  things  to  decorate  her  school  roorap  I guess 
you  think  she *8  hurt? 

Ohp  nOo  She  can  take  care  of  herself*  (CHUCKLING) 
Jerry *s  a little  over^anxlous  you  know* 

VINCES  (LAUGHING)  I see*, 
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JIMS 


JSRRY: 

MARY; 


JIM; 

MARYS 

JIMEs 

MARY; 

JIHs 


Hello  there,  Mary.  I dldnH  expect  to  see-  you  today » 

WhoEp  Dolly,  (HOOVES  STRAGGLE  TO  STOP) 

(FADING  IN)  She  *8  all  ..right,  Jisa.  She  wasn’t  hurt  at  all„ 
(FADING  IN)  I’Ve  found  some things  Mr,  Robbins , I think 
you  ought  to  see  It,  Down  here  in  the  trees® 

What  Is  Itj  Mary?  , 

Oh,  It’s  a terrible  sight.  Please  come®  ‘ 

Go  ahead  Mary,  we *11  follow  you® 

Down  this  Way®  / 

Come  on  Dolly^ 


HOOVES  PICK  UP  SLOWLY 


MARY;  I was  almost  frightened  at  first  - Lookj,  down  there  In  the 

trees  - 

JERRYs  Jim,  lt®8  the  deerS  Starved  to  deathS 

(HORSES  STOP) 


MARYS 


JIM; 

VINCE, 

JIMS 

JERRY. 


See  all  those  skeletons?  They’re  lying  all  over  the 
ground,  I was  going  to  ride  back  to  the  station  and  wait 
to  tell  you^  but  I heard  your  voices® 

I®m  glad  you  didj,  Mary  , I want  Vince  to  see  this®  H-m-m 
must  be  at  least  thirty"  of  ’em  right  here® 

By  George,  Jimp  they  must’ve  dropped  by  the  dozens? 

H-m-m«  at  least  thirty  skeletonso  An  that*s  left  of  a 
fine  herd  of  deer,  . , 

See  how  all  the  trees  are  high  skirted®  They  ate  off 
everything. . .high  as  they  could  reach.  . ^ 
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® Yep.  They  came  into  this  glen  on  the  far  slde-X  expect o 
We*d  probably  find  several  more  skeletons  around  here  if 
we  lookedo  I suppose  some  of  them  dropped  as  they  wandered 
out  trying  to  find  food  « it*s  a terrible  thing  for  deer 
to  die  off  like  that^ 

^®  It*8  -»  it®s  starvation,  all  right.  It  ^ a terrible  thing. 
Vincop  you  can  go  back  to  your  petitioners  and  tell  them 
what  you*ve  seen  today.  Tell  those  people  who  mean  so  well 
but  have  so  little  knowledge  of  game  management  what  it 
looks  like  to  see  the  remains  of  a herd  of  deer  that  starved 
to  deatho  And  you  can  tell  ®em  I said  that  if  we  donH 
take  measures  to  reduce  the  deer  population  in  this  territory 
next  spring  you® 11  find  plenty  more  bone  piles  that  used 
to  be  good  deer  A ' , 

Well,  Jim  - I » I®m  convlncedo  I see  now  we.  were  on  the 
wrong  track,  but  we  did  what  we  thought  was  best.  And 
there’s  a lot  of  sentiment  In  favor  of  saving  the  deer. 

You  know  that. 

I know,  Vince.  But  it  takes  a lot  more  than  sentiment 
to  properly  manage  wildlife o It  takes  science  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  true  facts,  and  careful  planning  •»  and 
that*s  the  way  we® re  trying  to  do  Ito 
FINALE  1. 
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Uncle  Sam’s  Forest  Rangers  come  to  you  every  Friday  on 
the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  through  the  courtesy,  of  the 

National  Broadcasting  Company  with  the  cooperation  of 

,1; 

the  United  States  Forest  Service. 
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